
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
November 8, 2025, 12:00pm, Lunch Served, UNM North Valley Clinic 

Dr. Lisa Stolarczyk, Board Chair 
 

 

Present (in person): Steve Lucero; Emily Dollar, MD; Emilia Vesper, MD; Laura 
Chambers-Kersh, MD; Sherry Weitzen, MD; Veneta Ianakieva, MD; Rick Madden, MD; 
Melissa Martinez, MD; Valerie Carrejo, MD; Kristy Riniker, MD; Molly McClain, MD; Lisa 
Stolarczyk, MD; and Samantha (Sam) Morris 
 
Present (virtually): Clea Lopez, MD; Karen Vaillant, MD; and Bridget Lynch, MD  
 
Approval of Minutes from August 10, 2025 BOD Meeting (emailed): Approved 
unanimously 
 
Old Business:  
67th Annual NMAFP Family Medicine Seminar, Dr. Melissa Martinez: The 
conference was a success overall and financially profitable. Many family doctors 
presented and it was the first time yoga was the success of having many family docs 
speak and the inclusion of future family docs and students. 
 
Annual Budget Meeting, Dr. Clea Lopez: The chapter is financially secure, including 
having investments that we have not had to tap into. Some budget changes were 
made, including funding for AAFP’s FMAS. Costs are expected to increase which could 
mean lower profit margins. Potential newsletter changes were discussed and the issue 
was presented to the entire board. This will be an ongoing evaluation and sample 
layout of the potential change will be presented at our next meeting . 
 
AAFP Congress of Delegates, Drs. Valerie Carrejo and Veneta Ianakieva: This 
year had a similar structure as last couple of years, including debating only on items 
that were extracted, such as immunization. There were ten individuals running for the 
board of directors, all with a variety of backgrounds, largely due to the new method of 
running for office with AAFP support. Dr. Kisha Davis was selected to be president-
elect, her experience with advocacy was a key component and will be helpful. 
 
New Business:  
44th Annual Winter Refresher in Albuquerque, February 21, 2026, Dr. Clea 
Lopez: Conference registration is underway. The agenda is exciting and includes talks 
on menopause, atrial fibrillation, advanced wound care, chronic cough, NMDOH 
updates, and osteoporosis. There will be another poster session at the end of the day. 
It is currently 7 CME credits, and an additional application for more CME for the poster 
session will be filed once reviewed.  
 
Peer-reviewed Poster Session, February 21, 2026, 4:45-6:45 pm, Dr. Melissa 
Martinez: The application for posters is open. We currently have three but expect to 
get more as the deadline approaches. A very special thank you to Dr. Alicia Gonzales for 
helping with the framework from previous year. The time that was devoted was 
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apparent. Thank you to everyone who signed up to review the posters and help make 
the event a success.  
 
Call for Future COD Resolutions at Winter Refresher, Dr. Kristy Riniker: The 
delegates for the Congress of Delegates would like the input of our membership. The 
Winter Refresher could be a great opportunity with a quick presentation for it. Dr. Clea 
Lopez agreed and we will seek input.  
 
Commission on Health of the Public and Science (CHPS), Dr. Kristy Riniker: 
The commission is busy and focusing on a variety of topics from lactation support to 
keeping physicians in rural practice. New clinical practice guidelines for Bell's palsy will 
be released next year, potentially in May. The commission tries to keep up with current 
topics. AAFP is in a difficult position in regards to current affairs. It is important to note 
that AAFP will continue to stand up for science while also prioritizing keeping open 
pathways for communication and talk to those in charge of policy. 
 
68th Annual NMAFP Family Medicine Seminar, August 6-8, 2026, Dr. Molly 
McClain: This conference will be at Tamaya, and we are very excited for the new 
venue. It is a beautiful venue, the AV is great, and they have great food. Presentation 
planning is underway and we have secured multiple talks. Discussion ensued regarding 
potential presenters for remaining talks and potential topics. We are considering a town 
hall during our welcome reception to hear from our members.  
 
Governmental Affairs Committee Update, Dr. Rick Madden and Steve Lucero: 
The committee met before the BOD meeting. They discussed the succession process for 
chair. Drs. Alicia Gonzales and Kristy Riniker will split duties over the next 9-12 months 
so they can be mentored by Dr. Madden. A search committee was formed for new 
lobbyist. The goal is to hire someone by first of the year. This will be challenging, but 
time is of the essence. Interim work is continuing, including work for medical 
malpractice reform. The committee is working with Representative Anaya on a potential 
package for the upcoming session which includes food as medicine, interstate compact, 
loan forgiveness for service, preceptor payment, downpayment on housing in rural 
areas for recruitment, eliminate gross receipt tax, capital assistance for starting private 
practice, and even management mentoring for starting own practice. Supporting 
residencies around the state is important. The Espanola residency closing. Lively 
discussion followed and the situation is very complicated with a lot of factors 
contributing. May want to consider a cost-analysis. A member survey will be created 
and likely available to our members in December to help us prioritize what our 
legislative priorities will be for the coming session.  
 
Legislative Training Session, 10:00 am, Saturday, January 17, 2026, Location 
TBD, Dr. Rick Madden and Steve Lucero: This is our annual Doctor of the Day 
training session. We hope to have more volunteers this year for the important event 
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where physicians can have their voice heard, learn about the legislative process, and 
provide medical care if needed. We will utilize Calendly again so volunteers can sign up 
easily and Steve can easily see the schedule. An email to our membership will go out 
for volunteers to sign up. White Coat Day is January 28, 2026. Please consider 
attending if you are able to. 
 
AAFP Advocacy Ambassadors, Dr. Kristy Riniker: The program connects family 
physicians with policymakers who champion family medicine priorities. We encourage 
everyone to join this program. You receive various informational emails, attend virtual 
quarterly meetings with December 3 the next one, and are encouraged to attend FMAS, 
which will be June 14-16, 2026. Current advocacy topics include tax credits, geographic 
cost index that has lapsed, and rural health transformation fund.  
 
Resident Reports:  
UNM, Dr. Laura Chambers-Kersh: UNM is excited to collaborate with Shiprock’s 
residency on a street medicine program.  
 
Shiprock, Dr. Emily Dollar: Shiprock has a very successful rural street medicine, one 
of the only rural programs. They are excited to share their program and collaborate 
with UNM.  
 
Student Reports:  
BCOM, Dr. Karen Vaillant: The school is very proud and lucky to have Anamaria 
Ancheta. She was recently honored at national level and spearheaded letters to 
governor in advocacy efforts. Dr. Amy Robinson is giving a talk to students. The school 
is doing well.  
 
Future NMAFP Activities:  

• Legislative Training Session, 10:00 am, Saturday, January 17, 2026, Location 

TBD 

• Board Meeting, Friday, February 20, 2026, 6:00 pm, Sandia Resort and Casino, 

hors d’oeuvres served 

• 44th Annual NMAFP Winter Refresher, February 21, 2026, Sandia Resort and 

Casino 

• Board Meeting, Saturday, May 2, 2026, 12:00 pm, Location TBD, Lunch Served 

• 68th Annual Family Medicine Seminar, August 6-8, 2026, Tamaya Resort and Spa 

• Board Meeting, Saturday, November 7, 2026, 12:00 pm, Location TBD, Lunch 

Served 

• 45th Annual Winter Refresher, February 20, 2027, Sandia Resort and Casino 

• 69th Annual Family Medicine Seminar, June 10-12, 2027, Ruidoso, NM 

• 45th Annual Winter Refresher, February 20, 2027, Sandia Resort and Casino 

• 69th Annual Family Medicine Seminar, June 10-12, 2027, Ruidoso, NM 


